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to the Soviet Union, leaving it to the reader to
assess how far my vision was coloured by my
feelings and preconceived Ideas.

I set out as a sympathetic visitor. I sympa-
thised Inevitably with the experiment of basing
the construction of a gigantic State on reason
The creed alone, and I went to Moscow hoping that the
of reason experj[ment  was   succeeding.   However   little

I wished feelings and the spirit of criticism to be
eliminated from the private lives of individuals,
and however barren appeared to me a purely
rational existence, I was as completely con-
vinced that if a social system Is to prosper, It
must be built up on judgment and reason. We
In Central Europe have experienced with
horror what happens when States and laws are
based upon prejudices and passions in the place
of reason. I have never been able to look upon
world history in any way other than as a bitter
and unceasing struggle waged by a thinking
minority against a stupid majority. I have
always ranged myself on the side of reason, and
it was thus inevitable that I should sympathise
with the gigantic experiment which Is being
conducted from Moscow.
Yet, from the first my sympathies were mixed